
A U G U S T  3 ,  2 0 2 0

Dear SCFHC Staff:

This issue's

stylish reads:

Over the next few months, this newsletter will

showcase some of our clinic's excellence.  We

see examples of innovation, perservence and

hard work in all our departments. 

This edition of the SCFHC newsletter highlights

the tremendous work and leadership

undertaken by SCFHC's Dental Department.

Despite being brought to a stand-still by

COVID-19, they are finding new and innovative

ways to practice dentistry that protect our

patients and themselves from harm. You will

learn about the unique programs that are being

offered by our dental department in

partnership with the UCLA School of Dentistry.

One of these partnerships is unique and the

first of its kind in the nation. 

I joined SCFHC eighteen years ago with a vision of building a health center that

would be seen as a "Center of Excellence" in the community. I believe that we have

made significant strides in those efforts. SCFHC's mission remains the driving force

behind our clinic's success, and I thank our Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and

donors for their support. We are well on our way to being a center of excellence.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Veloz, M.P.H., J.D.

Chief Executive Officer

SCFHC 'S  M I S S I O N  I S :  " TO  IMPROVE  THE

QUAL I T Y  OF  L I F E  FOR  THE  D IVERSE

COMMUN I T I E S  OF  SOUTH  LOS  ANGELES

AND  SOUTHEAST  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY

BY  PROV ID ING  AFFORDABLE  AND

COMPREHENS I VE  HEAL TH  CARE  AND

EDUCAT ION  I N  A  WELCOM ING  AND

MULT I -CUL TURAL  ENV IRONMENT . "



SCFHC is committed to ensuring

that all our patients have access to

oral health care, but the impact

that our services have on children is

profound. 

After months of being unable to

provide dental care due to COVID-

19, SCFHC resumed our Pediatric

Dental Program in parternship with

UCLA  on July 16th, 2020. 

SCFHC's pediatric dental program is

an essential part of the care we

deliver. Pediatric dentists

strengthen parent knowledge

about dental hygiene and good oral

health practices for the family.

Dr. Lisa Nguyen is the Associate

Director for Community-Based

Clinical Education at UCLA's School

of Dentistry, and our pediatric care

provider. She provides oral health

care for children ages 12 years

SCFHC- Committed to 

Children's Oral Health Care

Lisa Nguyen, D.D.S.



 

On July 7th, 2020 SCFHC launched

its Endodontic Pilot Program in

conjunction with UCLA School of

Dentistry. Every Tuesday,

endodontic students perform root

canals and other procedures as

part of their externship rotations. 

Procedures like root canals can be

very expensive, with costs at

private practices averaging

between $1200 and $1500. Most

Medi-Cal approved dentists and

FQHCs do not provide this service. 

Due to the low income status of

our patients, many have chosen to

go without care because they

cannot afford the procedures.

Acccording to Dr. Ryan Huang,

SCFHC Dental Director, the pilot

program is also the first
partnership in the nation to bring

an endodontic teaching unit to a

federally qualified health center.

"This incorporation of specialty

dental programs at SCFHC ensure

that patients have access to the

highest quality of care available,"

added Dr. Huang. 

One of a Kind SCFHC Program Makes

Root Canals Affordable



While general dentists provide the

majority of care to children, most
lack the training or the quipment
to address the needs of infants or
very young children. 

The lowest-income California

adults are less likely to receive
timely dental care than higher-

income Californians, even if they

have medical insurance. 

 

We now have 12 dental chairs at
our 4415 S. Central Dental Facility.

There is a shortage of pedodontic/

endodontic specialists in low-

income communities like South LA,

which have higher rates of tooth
decay and other oral diseases.

Dental- Did You Know?

Our dental department is proud to

have a nitrous oxide unit as an

option if needed to treat our young

patients in severe dental cases.


