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A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

September 15th marks the beginning of a month-long
celebration of Hispanic/Latinx culture and heritage.
Hispanic Heritage Month. The annual celebration invites
us to honor the strength, traditions, and resilience of
LatinX people who represent the majority of the
residents in the communities served by our clinics. 

September 15th is Central American Independence Day
which celebrates when the region declared its
independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821. This
would mark a new period in Central America with
renewed freedoms and autonomy which had not been
felt for almost 3 centuries. 

September 16th marks Mexican Independence Day. 
The celebration begins with the traditional ‘El Grito de la Independencia," loosely translated to the
"The Declaration." In 1810, Miguel Hidalgo, a Mexican priest, urged working-class Mexicans and
peasants to take back the land that was stolen from their ancestors. He famously concluded with
the declaration, “Que Viva Mexico!,” marking what would become a Mexican tradition of “El Grito."
Mexico and the Central American Nations would toil through an 11-year conflict  with Spain that
ultimately led to their independence. 

For our community, these celebrations are much more than just a ‘Holiday’ because the majority of
SCFHC’s patient population and employees are descendants of those who fought for
independence. They are descendants of those who immigrated from or those native to these
lands. Hispanic/Latinx’s resilient history, rich culture, and diverse identity permeate the fabric of
this nation of immigrants and indigenous peoples, wealthy or marginalized.  Celebrating this history
reminds us that our ancestors have walked this land for centuries and that our identities are fluid.. 

In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, we revisit the Fiestas Patrias event at Placita Olvera
where SCFHC performed free blood sugar and blood pressure screenings to the community. We
highlight our new Marketing and Outreach Manager, Belle Garcia, and her team which are working
to amplify SCFHC’s voice. We look at Census data and Assessment Report to better understand
our patient demographics and conclude by looking ahead at how our Montebello Expansion on
October 10th will propel SCFHC into the technological age of healthcare. 

Warm regards,

Richard A. Veloz, M.P.H., J.D.
Chief Executive Officer



Fiestas Patrias
@Placita Olvera

On Sunday September 18th,
SCFHC participated in Fiestas
Patrias, a celebration of
Mexico’s Independence and a
community health fair organized
by El Pueblo de Los Angeles
Historical Monument. The event
took place on the world-famous
Olvera Street at the birthplace
of Los Angeles. 
. 

Enrique Gonzalez, & Jenny Velasquez, MA II

SCFHC provided free blood
glucose screenings, free blood
pressure screenings, and
information on clinic services
and locations.

Every screened patient received guidance on what their results meant and next steps to place their health
back on the right track. SCFHC’s Outreach team also collected contact information on over 250 event
attendees to recruit potential new patients for SCFHC.

Fiestas Patrias featured a myriad of other organizations and live music played at the main plaza all
afternoon. The event served as a celebration of Hispanic/Latinx Heritage Month and our community’s
cultural contributions in the city of Los Angeles and across the country. SCFHC is molded by these
cultural contributions which strengthens our culturally competent care.. 

PSR's Leslie Miranda and Alejandra Gomez



Belle Garcia Profile Piece
Marketting and Outreach Manager

This month we would like to highlight our new
Marketing and Outreach Manager, Belle Garcia,
and her work in amplifying SCFHC’s voice in the
community. Belle is a Los Angeles native who
received her Bachelor’s in Business
Administration from Cal State Dominguez Hills.
She has an extensive background in business
administration, marketing, and outreach,
working in both the private and public sector.
This allows her to develop cross-over strategies
streamlining new and efficient communications
channels between our organization and the
communities we serve. All these traits make
Belle an incredible asset to SCFHC.

Belle and the Outreach team are a highly
instrumental component of the SCFHC
organization model as they help recruit new
potential patients. Belle’s goals are to make
SCFHC into a “brand” that is easily recognized
by Los Angeles residents and synonymous
with reliable, quality, affordable, and
comprehensive primary care. The Outreach
team’s amazing work amplifies SCFHC’s voice
in our service areas and across the greater Los
Angeles area.

@ Santa Fe Family Health Center

Pictured Left to Right: Danyeisha Whitebear, Laura Olvera,
Jennifer Morales, Belle Garcia, Christina Poppham

Belle Garcia

Starting in August 2022, Belle now oversees the
Outreach team  Belle and her team are promoting
SCFHC services and programs in all current
service areas, including the Montebello Family
Health Center - SCFHC expansion which is
scheduled for October 10th. Belle and the
Outreach team make sure that all surrounding
residential neighborhoods around an SCFHC site
know of everything the clinic has to offer. 



Hispanic Heritage Month -
Assessment Report

SCFHC strives to deliver culturally competent
healthcare of the highest quality to every person
that walks through its doors. To deliver on this
promise, SCFHC must understand its patient
demographics. SCFHC’s triannual report, the
‘Community Health Needs Assessment,’ helps
accomplish this. This report collects and analyzes
data on SCFHC’s 19-zip code service areas. This
includes a myriad of data on our patient
demographics, socioeconomic status variables,
occupations, educational attainment, and
languages spoken which weaves together an
important mosaic of our community and their health
needs. 
 

This report shows that our Latinx patient
population makes up 78.80% of the overall
population in SCFHC service areas. Data shows
that Mexican, Guatemalan, and Salvadoran are
the top 3 Latinx groups present in SCFHC service
areas. However, the rest of Central America,
South America and the Caribbean are also
present in our service areas. Everyone from
Puerto Ricans (0.36 %), Colombians (0.17%),
Ecuadorans (0.23%), Hondurans (1.23%),
Venezuelans (0.02%), Chilean (0.01%) and much
more are also present and live among us (% = %
Latinx subgroup in SCFHC service areas)
(SCFHC Community Health Needs Assessment,
2019). These percentages in the Assessment
Report are based on the American Community 
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Survey as well as Census data. Longitudinal studies have shown that these numbers fluctuate all the time
and will continue to change in the future. 

The report shows that the Latinx community is NOT a Mexican homogenous monolith but a constantly
evolving demographic group rich in diverse diasporas consisting of a far-reaching spectrum. Each of our
patients holds different sets of beliefs and traditions. At SCFHC, we uplift a patients’ entire self-concept
and equip them with the necessary tools to achieve better health. Hispanic/Latinx Heritage Month is a
celebration, but it is also a reminder of our goals. 



Montebello Expansion

SCFHC is delivering on our promise to expand services to the San Gabriel Valley. Our Montebello clinic
currently provides limited primary care services. Following months of renovations and coordinated efforts
to increase access in that city and surrounding areas, our new clinical space allows us to serve more
patients with a greater diversity of co-located services.. 

Starting October 10th, SCFHC will offer enhanced dental (6 dental chairs), vision, and behavioral health
services while further expanding primary care services (4 to 12 new exam rooms). 

The Montebello Family Health Center will be a state-of-the-art facility with new technology and a
beautiful new glass entrance. This will help us to maximize our capacity and place even more patients on
a path to better health. We thank the hard work of every single staff member for making this expansion
possible.  

@ Montebello Family Health Center
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Happy Hispanic Heritage Month!


