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A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

In June, Pride Month is celebrated annually to honor the LGBTQ+ 
community and their efforts to achieve equal justice and equal
opportunities. June is also home to Juneteenth, the National 
Holiday that commemorates the ending of slavery in the United 
States. Pride Month and Juneteenth are a time to recognize the 
strengths and achievements of marginalized communities. Many 
people have sacrificed much to reach this point in American
History. 

Yet, progress can be halted and even regressed. The overruling
of Roe v. Wade removes the federal constitutional right to an 
abortion. In many states, the ruling triggered laws banning abortion,
restricting access to safe abortions for women all over the United States. The reasoning used to
overrule Roe v. Wade may be used to overrule other constitutional rights, such as access to
contraceptives, same-sex relationships, and same-sex marriages. Elections have consequences,
good and bad. Leadership must represent all members in their community and act in the community’s
best interests. Without proper representation and support, the needs of many people will be left
unattended. 

As we leave June, I encourage everyone to think about SCFHC staff’s role as leaders in our
community. We serve those whose basic life necessities have been ignored and those who have been
forgotten by society. We serve the undocumented, marginalized, and those whose identity make them
a target for harassment. Patient interactions help us learn what the community needs. Remember, our
communities rely on us for their health needs. We are leaders in our community when implementing
spaces for healing that are specific to the needs of our community. It makes the work we do invaluable
and a true asset to the community. 

Sincerely,

Richard A. Veloz, M.P.H., J.D.
Chief Executive Officer



Robert Flores’s interest in HIV prevention began at 
a young age. His family member had immigrated to 
the United States in search of treatment for a severe
illness. They received an AIDS diagnosis and one 
year after their diagnosis, they passed away. This 
inspired him to learn more about HIV, how to prevent 
it, and its history. HIV, a major public health concern,
weakens our immune system and if left untreated, 
results in a person’s death. Unfortunately, HIV is a 
taboo subject in our communities and people would
rather not talk about it. Because HIV is seen as an 
exclusively LGBTQ+ problem, many people go 
without knowing they are at risk for HIV or of their
HIV status. Robert, the HIV Navigator and Case
Manager, understands that silence around HIV puts 
peoples’ lives at risk.
  
Robert knows HIV is not just the LGBTQ+ community’s problem and responsibility. Everyone can be
at-risk for HIV. For at-risk people, medications like HIV PrEP can keep them safe from contracting HIV
through sexual intercourse. Those who are not ‘at-risk' can benefit from an open and honest
conversation about HIV and HIV PrEP since people are only aware of their behavior and not their
partner’s.
  
And so, Robert creates non-judgmental spaces that foster honesty and an opportunity to educate the
community about HIV transmission and prevention. By talking about HIV, we can overcome the
negative stigma and help protect everyone in the community. 

SILENCE IS DEADLY
WITH HIV CASE MANAGER & NAVIGATOR ROBERT FLORES



Higher rates of substance use disorder (SUD) in 
the LGBTQ+ community paints an unfair picture. 
David Roberti, a Substance Use Counselor, 
understands SUD affects anyone. To understand 
and treat SUD, people must look at the bigger 
picture.
  
SUD causes pain, discomfort, and impedes daily life.
There is no one way to treat SUD. Some people 
require medication, therapy, or a combination to 
overcome their SUD. Everybody heals, lives, and 
struggles differently.  

The LGBTQ+ community face many challenges. 
Their identity makes them a target for violence. 
Living in constant fear pushes LGBTQ+ people towards using substances to cope. The LGBTQ+
community risks isolation because of their identity. Rejection is painful, so some LGBTQ+ people find
solace in substance use. Substance use is, at times, a way to find other members of the LGBTQ+
community. They bond over shared experiences and substance use becomes a part of the culture. 

Fear of violence, the pain of isolation, the desire for companionship, none of these feelings are unique
to the LGBTQ+ community. Deprived of safety and acceptance, we turn to things that make us feel
good. Unfortunately, those things can cause us pain. Understanding the context of somebody’s SUD
is vital to helping them overcome it. LGBTQ+ or not, we must come together to overcome our
community’s problems.  

 

THE CONTEXT OF PEOPLES' LIVES
HEALING SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER



Empathy allows us to understand the needs of our
patients and community. SCFHC staff advocate 
on behalf of our patients to create change in our 
communities. Mark Melendez, the Public Affairs 
Apprentice, creates change through effective
storytelling. His empathy helps him connect the
voices in our community to those instrumental to
change.
  
Mark believes it is important to fight against all
forms of discrimination. As a first-generation 
LGBTQ+ person, he relates to the challenges our
community members face. Immigrant families are
typically unaccepting of the LGBTQ+ community,
resulting in violence and isolation for LGBTQ+ 
family members. Mark’s family was very accepting of his identity, and he felt privileged. Even though
he faced discrimination outside of his home, his family’s support kept him strong. Understanding the
advantages strong social support brings is important when fighting against discrimination in our
communities. 

As a member of the LGBTQ+ community, Mark fights against discrimination affecting everyone.
Discrimination is intersectional. It is a person’s sexual and gender identity, their race, class, and
ethnicity. Every person can be disadvantaged in one or more of these categories. By creating and
upholding systems supporting the underprivileged members of our society, Mark believes we can
continue building a more equitable society.  

THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS APPRENTICE
MARK MELENDEZ 



To commemorate Juneteenth, we would like to
highlight our collaboration with The Ella Fitzgerald
Foundation. The “First Lady of Song” Ella Fitzgerald
wanted to make the lives of everyone more 
rewarding. One way Ella Fitzgerald sought to 
improve the lives of people was by fostering a 
love for reading. The “A Book Just for Me!” program
supplies SCFHC books for our pediatric patients.
Introducing our youth to reading from an early age
has a tremendous impact on educational attainment
in our community. 

Receiving routine health services is important for a 
child’s growth and development, but so is education. 
Education cultivates a healthy mind, a thirst for
knowledge and understanding, bridges connections between people and helps us overcome our
differences. The sooner children begin reading, the better time they have when they try to learn things
about the world and others. 

A well-read population leads to a more equitable and just society. We read the voices of the past and
learn their stories of triumph and defeat, moments of joy and sadness, their hopes, and fears. The
voices of the past depend on the children of the present to carry their stories into the future, where
people can continue to learn from them. 
 
Black Americans fought for equitable access to resources like healthcare and education to improve
their quality of life. Whether you celebrate Juneteenth or not, everyone who lives in the United States
benefits from the courage and resilience of Black Americans who continue to fight for a more
equitable society. Happy Juneteenth to everyone. 

FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING
THE ELLA FITZGERALD FOUNDATION



CLINIC UPDATES

When talking about the Behavioral Health Team, the instructor Merlyn Vinza had this to say:
 

 “The Case Managers Diana, Monica, Nola, Ramon, and Edwin were very helpful and
understanding with the learning needs of the students. They were patient with explaining their roles

and responsibilities. SCFHC employees were never negative or disrespectful to the students or
me. I would love to bring more students to SCFHC.” 

In June, SCFHC partnered with the Maxine Waters
Nursing Program to assist nursing students with their

training. The students came in groups of eight—3 on the
medical side and 5 on the Behavioral Health side—for
three successive weeks. Both the students and staff

found this be an incredibly enriching experience! 

MAXINE WATERS NURSING STUDENTS



 

CLINIC UPDATES

On June 9th, SCFHC collaborated with the Cover the Homeless Ministries to deliver
COVID-19 vaccine and booster shots to our community members. In addition to the

vaccine and booster shots, our community members received food. SCFHC appreciates
the opportunity to help our community stay healthy and safe.   


